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Sefton LSCB and the 
Annual Report

The Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) is a group of senior
leaders from a range of organisations that work together to oversee plans

and arrangements to protect and keep children and young people safe
across Sefton. 

 
This report looks at the period between April 2017 and March 2018 how

groups that are responsible for children, such as the council, schools and
charities look after them.  

This report also looks at how these groups have improved and try to
improve the lives of children and young people in Sefton. 

 
This report outlines both the good and bad that is happening on the

subject of keeping children and young people safe in Sefton. This report
is an easy read version of a much more in depth one which can be found

on the Sefton LSCB website. 



The Make Up of Sefton 
In 2017 there were 57,456 children and young people aged  

0-17. Of these, 49% were girls and 51% were boys.

21% 
are living in  
low-income

families

7% 
have special
educational

needs or
disabilities

4% 
Black & Asian
minority group
ethnic heritage

1.2% 
of children are
'looked after'

during the
year

0.7% 
of children have
been 'missing'

during the  
year



Health and Wellbeing of 
Young People in Sefton
Despite the health and wellbeing of young people in Sefton remaining
below the average across England, improvements have been made.  
The LSCB and its partners know that public health campaigns can help
improve child health.  In the last year partners have: 

Improved how services who help children and families in trying to
achieve a healthy weight are given support and resources to do
this. 
Identified barriers against immunisation with looked after children,
young people and carers and actively promoting immunisations to
these groups. 
Relaunched breastfeeding peer support. Positively, are now
working towards UNICEF Baby Friendly accreditation. 
Commissioned a children and families substance misuse service,
focused on a family approach to early prevention and changing
behaviour. 
Agreed to support a national campaign encouraging dental
practices to see young children for checks and advice before the
age of 2. 



The Current Priorities

Early Help is about getting help to families, as early as possible, to
prevent issues becoming more serious. Since the last report, there
has been an increase in families receiving Early Help.  
If families don't engage, the support offered may be ended.
Positively, There has also been a decrease in the support ending
due to non-engagement with families, as seen below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moving forward, due to a restructure, Early Help will be managed
under the Local Authority. However, the LSCB will still seek
assurances of its continuing progress. 

Ensure Early Help Service are Effective. 
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The Current Priorities
Ensure Neglected Children are Identified and
Kept Safe. 
Sefton has a Neglect Strategy which is led by the Local Authority
supported by a partnership of agencies. The LSCB has also
implemented a Neglect toolkit which over 50 schools are trained in
using.  
An area that has been highlighted to improve upon was training related
to the 'Toxic Trio' and how it can impact on parenting as well as the
impact on the children themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's been recognised that neglect is the most common form of child
abuse. Through consultation, a guidance document was created to
support neglect identification which highlights the indicators of neglect
to improve identification of abuse.  
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The Current Priorities

Prioritise vulnerable groups, protecting
children and managing the risks. 

Sefton LSCB has been involved in a number of different discussions
regarding protecting young people and helping to reduce and manage
the risk that they face. 
 

Over the last 6 months Sefton have led on a piece of work across
Merseyside to protect children from sexual exploitation, including those
who have been criminally exploited by Organised Crime Groups. 
 

Discussions on key issues relating to teenage sexual health led to: 
 The development of Relationships and Sex Education within

schools.  
 
Work with the Sexual Health Service to better understand the gaps
around second unintended pregnancies. 
 
Improved the level of data in different areas across Sefton and
gave a better understanding of the effects of inequality in particular
inequality in education and how this impacts on teenage
pregnancy. 



The Current Priorities

Prioritise vulnerable groups, protecting
children and managing the risks. 
A new 0-19 service was launched and divided into three areas,
preschool, school age and emotional health and wellbeing,
with a focus being on early intervention.  

The service for school age children is offered when a child has
been referred due to emotional or behavioural difficulties and  are
not in school, college or training. This could be due to  
home-schooling such as in the Traveller community , or due to
having additional needs. 

The preschool stage offers a visiting schedule for teenage mothers
or those over 19 who have a known vulnerability.  
The visiting schedule is different depending on each person's
individual needs but usually includes:  

The emotional health and wellbeing area within the 0-19 service is
offered to young people and families to provide emotional, mental
health and behaviour advice, support and intervention. The key
features of the service are early identification, assessment and
intervention.   

Some visits during pregnancy
More frequent visits in the first few weeks after birth
Visits becoming less frequent when the child is up to 2 years
old. 



The Current Priorities

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE)/ Missing
Children will continue as a priority  
Sefton's Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) is an information
sharing service between agencies when there is a concern with a child.
This service prevents at risk children from being missed out and
ensures the right services are able to help them at the right time. 
 
Since the last report MASH received 107 CSE (Child Sexual
Exploitation) referrals with 47% involving technology such as via
Facebook or other apps. 
 
 
 
 
 
Catch 22 have continued to be commissioned to work with victims of
CSE on a 1 to 1 basis to reduce risk to help the recovery and to help
prevent it from happening again. 
 
In partnership with the LSCB: 
 

4,495 children have
received a CSE awareness

course 

2,276 professionals have
been trained to spot the
signs of CSE and how to

report it.



Next Years Priorities

The priorities of the LSCB are changing due to a restructure. The
changes allow the board to concentrate on improving outcomes for
children and that the voice of the child is actively heard by all the
agencies that report to the board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The priorities moving forward this year are:

Making sure that the partnership has a focus on the impact of
their work and its outcomes. 
 
Show that the voice of the child and community has been
responded to and what effect this is having around keeping
children and young people safe 
 
Continue to support staff and their development through training
and  reviews. 

2019



Listening to children and young people

Having a family
approach

Promoting partnership
working, joint

commissioning and
investing in children and
young people's futures

The LSCB are committed to partnership
working to get the best outcomes for

children and young people.  
 

All of the work completed is made possible
through using an agreed set of approaches.


